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Much has been written and said about the great advancements made in dental science within the last decade, and yet while there is much to be proud of in the scientific and professional standing of dentistry to-day, there is still so much need for improvement and With the gradual enlightenment of the general public in the possibilities accomplished by dental science, the field of practice will rapidly widen, and the I). D. S. will be expected to nearer equal the M. I), in general medical and physiological education.
The dentist who knows best his anatomy, pathology, therapeutics, medicine, etc., understands the exact application of this knowledge. This same dental doctor is competent to advise the soon-to-be mother in the proper care of her teeth; prescribe the best diet and other medication that will result in the production of perfect teeth for her future babe; give systemic treatment to improve the structure of chalky, soft teeth; check the spread of dential erosions; permanently cure abcesses and pvorrheal conditions, facial neuralgia, etc.
This modern dentist is patronized by a class of patients who prefer to pay for advice, consultation, and preventive, The dentist should be the doctor to attend such ailments, and thus further broaden his field of practice and usefulness.
That this "branch of therapeutics should be added to the dentist's work, is evidenced by the fact that very few physicians, in battling with alimentary troubles, ever think of the origin of most alimentary disorders?the teeth. They seem to know nothing of the importance of the dental organs ; they have not had the lectures and instructions that all physicians should have on dental diseases, oral hygiene, and dental substitutions.
They need to be told a thing or two about dentistry and these things should be told them by a competent dentist who knows.
In deciding upon entering an institution to prepare for the study of dentistry, students should go where broad and modern dental knowledge can be secured. This knowledge can best be obtained wherever the training for the first two years is the same for both dental and medical students?a condition which is now being established in one or two Chicago institutions.
The great advantages to be derived from such a combined system of college work can be appreciated by practicing dentists who had no such opportunities themselves while at college, where the courses of instruction in chemistry, medicine, anesthetics, diagnosis, etc., were more conspicuous in the college catalogs than in real class work. That the dentist should have the knowledge of the average physician in reference to medicine, pathology, etc., is admitted, and therefore the place to get this is alongside of the medical student in the same class rooms. All the scientific branches in dental and medical colleges could and should be taken together by the students of both professions.
